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Mashatu GameSightings28nd December 29th January2009

Sunday 28th December

It hasbeenrainingon and off sincethe 24th of DecemberOnseveraloccasionshe gamedriveshad
to comebackearlyor not goneout at all, but no one is complaining With the rainsstayingawayfor
solongandthe probability of anotherdry summerthe rain wasthe bestChristmagresentwe could
haveaskedfor.

OnSundaymorningit wasrainingbut someventuredout on the reserveandwasrewardedwith a
herd of nearly75 elephantsalongMMBAridge. Thepride of sevenlionswasalsoencounteredboth
on the morningandafternoondrivesin the samelocationnearMcKenzieKoppie.Thedominant
male hasbeenseenmatingwith one of the lionessesn severaloccasiongluringthe previousweek.

Monday, 29th December

Duringthe eveningdrive andagainon Mondaymorningthe packof 23 wild dogswere spotted near
the TentedCamp.OnMondaymorningthe dogswere enjoyingthe coolwater in the NyasweRiver
andwe watchedthem playfor sometime runningin and out of the river. It is still overcast but the
rainsstayedawayuntil we reachedcampafter our morningdrive. Duringthe daywe receivedclose
to 60 mm of rain. A herd of elephantswere alsoenjoyingthe water, drinkingand playingat Croc
poolin the MajaleRiver.Onthe eveningdrive we cameacrossa groupof three lionsbut thistime
they were on the move.We watchedasthey spotted a warthogandstartedtheir flankingmaneuver
stalkingthe warthogfrom both sides.Unfortunatelyfor the lionsthe warthoghadno intention of
becomingdinnerand madearun for it. Thelionsabandonedhe chaseandmadethemselves
comfortableon a smallhill. Onroute backto campwe encounteredthree hyenasout scavenging.




Tuesday30th December

At lastthe sunisout andthe reservelookslike a whole new place.Thebirdswere out andabout
chirpingawayandone of the greatsightingsthis Tuesdaynorningwasa largeflock of Abdim sstork.
Anothervery memorablesightingwaswatchinganimpalagivebirth, somethingrarely seen.During
the morningandafternoondriveswe encountereda magnificentleopardnearModdergat,two
hyenason the prowl andthree lionsfast asleepnearWelllshapedMashatu.A herd of closeto a100
elephantswasseenat the Confluenceof the Nyasweand Mataboleriverswalkingtowardsthe
riverinealongthe MajaleRiver.

Wednesday31stDecember

A cloudymorningbut no rain aswe setout to explorethe reserve With the sunshineof the previous
daygreengrassshootsare alreadyvisibleandin placesthe yellowflowersof the Devil sthorn can
alreadybe seen.Eastof the TentedCampa femaleleopardandher juvenileoffspringwere feeding
on ayoungimpala.Neitherpaid usanyattention aswe satwatchingthem for sometime.Onour
afternoondrive we returnedto the leopardandwatchedandfollowed her for overanhour. Whata
magnificentcreature! Duringthe morningdrive our rangerspottedfreshwild dogtracksandwe
tried our bestto locatethem but alasno luck.Onthe afternoondrive we hadbetter luckand found
the wild dogsalongthe MataboleRiverrestingunderthick Mopanetrees,no wonderwe did not
spotthem on the morningdrive! Theelephantsseemto preferthe rockyareasat present,possibly
becauseof all the mud alongthe rivers.We spotteda smallfamily nearthe water tankson MMBA
ridgeon our afternoondrive.

Thursday,lstJanuary
Thefirst dayof the New Yearandwe setout earlymorningto seewhat the New Yearwill hold. The

elephantswere out andaboutandwe satwatchinga herd of closeto 50 elephantsquietly enjoying
the lushgreenmopanetreesnearthe water tankson MMBAridge. Ourrangeralsopointed out

someamazingpirdsto usandwe listenedto the variouscallstrying to identify the different bird
speciesOnour afternoondrive we met up with the two lionessesgaincloseto Cheetah ¥Koppie,
they musthavehada late night, becausahey hardlylifted their headsaswe approachedandthe
camerasstarted snappingaway.We alsospotted someof the smallercrittersin the reserveon our
eveningdrive includinga civetand an AfricanWild cat.

Friday,2nd January

OnFridaymorningwe managedo trackdown one of the malelionsnearNel sWindmill. Thebig
malewasfastasleepandbarelylookedup aswe approachedTheelephantswere alsoout in large
numberstoday. Duringthe morningdrive we watcheda herd of over 50 elephantsmud wallowing
andplayingnearWell'shapedMashatu,while duringthe eveningdrive we watchedanothergroup
walkingandfeedingasthe sunsetin the west. Closeto the LimpopoRiveralargegroupof giraffes
were browsingon severalAcaciareesin the areawhile alargeherd of wildebeestwaswalking
towardsPete sPondfor a drink. Impalababiesby now are everywhereand mostof the herdshave
severallittle babiesrunningaround.

Saturday,3rd January

OnSaturdaymorningwe setout with Jeanettathe elephantresearcheion the reserveto learn

more aboutthe elephantsof the Tuli. Jeanettahasbeenstudyingthe elephantsherefor the last9
years.BelowBraaiKoppiewe cameacrosswo different herdson their wayto the MajaleRiver.
Jeanettaintroducedusto the big group. Thematriarchhere wasHestelle ,one of the oldest
matriarchsin the centralsectionof the reserveand definitely one of the favorites.In the other group
wasa veryyoungfemalewith no tail. Theyoungsterhasbeenseenon severaloccasiondut Jeanetta
washappyto seethat the youngsterwasagainwith her herd andthe woundaroundthe tail looksa
wholelot better. We watchedandlearnsomuchaboutthe elephantsandwhile watchingthem feed




onthe Acaciareesa hyenaquietly snuckpast,trying to avoidbeingspotted by the elephants.Not
far from wherewe were wasa veryyoungbabyimpala.We had our morningcoffeestop at Figtree
Crossingandfrom our vantagepoint we coulddrink our coffeeandwatchthe herd of elephants
havingtheir drink for the morning.Duringthe eveningdrive we spotted both the lionesson her own
aswell asayoungmaleleopardfeedingon anunfortunateimpala.

Sunday4 January

It wasawarmsummer smorningaswe setout on our earlydrive. BelowJackalsKoppiewe stopped
to watcha groupof closeto 50 elephantswalkingtowardsthe river. Theywerein quite a hurry to
getto water andshade knowingthat today wasgoingto be averywarmday. Thetwo malelions
with the Dinglelionesshavemovedonto Majalelsland,andit is herethat we cameacrosshem fast
asleepin the morningsun.Eventhe leopardwe trackeddown nearLucendavashighupina
Mashatutree, andalreadyfastasleep.lt wasonly the generalgamethat seemedto be on the move,
andwe watcheda herd of impalaswith severalyoungstersasthey fed alongthe openplains.A
groupof giraffeswere seenfeedingin the Acaciaveld, usingtheir longtonguesto pickoff the small
leavesfrom amongthe bigwhite thorns.

Ahighlighton the afternoondrive wasenjoyingour sundownerson top of the BoerWar hill
overlookingthe vlei. Inthe vleithere were closeto a 150elephantsall spreadout. Thevlei by now
hasgot plenty of water, andthe elephantswere makingthe mostof it ! playingandthrowing mud all
overthemselves.

Monday, 5 January

CheetahsWhatan excitingmorning,spottingsevencheetahsnear Old RockCampalongthe Majale
River.Thegroupconsistedof 6 adult andsubladult females,and one adult male.Cheetahshavenot
beenseenfor severalweeks,andspottingsevenon one morningis quite atreat. Thelionessandher
two cubswere backat Nel swindmillandfastasleepwhenwe arrived.lt felt like there were
elephantseverywheretoday, with largegroupsseenin the vlei, at CrocodilePoolin the Majale River
andat Scrapper.

Onthe afternoondrive we cameacross3 hyenason the move. Theeveningdrive backto campwas
eventful, with a greatsightingof alargespottedgenet,anda magnificentGiantEagleOwl.

Tuesday6 January




After trackingfor sometime, we found the lionesswith her two cubsalongthe MataboleRiver.
Lowerdown alongthe MataboleRivernearBaboonsBedroom,we satamonga groupof closeto a
100elephantsasthey walkedpastustowardsthe river. We reallyhopedto find a leopardthis
morning,andour rangersetout tracking.We cameacrosssomefreshtracks,and Fishstarted his
search.t took sometime goingbackwardsandforwards,but eventuallywe found our guy" fast
asleephighupin atree.

Onour afternoondrive we visitedthe leopardnearWellshapedMashatuagain.Thistime it wasa
lot easierfinding him, ashe wasstill fast asleepin the tree in whichwe found him duringthe
morningdrive.

Wednesday,7 January

Thismorningwe setout with the elephantresearcher,Jeanettajn searchof her subjects We did
not havefar to travel before we spottedthe first of manyherdsof the morning.Jeanettaintroduced
usto Chargeandher family closeto Disappointment&oppiewherethey were feedingon the devil s
thorn. Wefollowed them asthey slowlymovedtowardsthe Majale River.Herewe watchedthem
diggingfor water, eventhoughthere is plenty availablein the river. Jeanettaexplainedthat the
elephantsprefer freshcleanwater rather than the muddywater currentlyin the pools.Hestelle s
herdwasthe nextto arrivein the river,andgentlyrumbleda greetingto ChargeAlongthe Majale
Riverwe encounteredseveraldifferent herdsfor the morning.Amongstthe groupswasa big
breedingbull movingfrom herdto herd, inspectingthe different females.Aswe watched,he walked
up to abig Mashatutree, reachedup asfar ashe couldto pickone of the highestbrancheson the
tree, andbrokeit off with aloud crack.Soona groupof youngstergoined him in feedingon the tree,
but the femaleskept a respectfuldistance.

Duringthe eveningdrive we cameacrossa magnificentfemaleleopardnearBeacorHill. We all were
in awewith the beautyof this creature,and stayedwith herfor sometime ! unwillingto leave.




Thursday 8 January

Agreatmorningfor predators!lt wasa wonderful sunnymorningaswe setout on our drive with
our first stop at McKenzieKoppiewhere we visitedthe two lionesse®f the Majale Islandrestingin
the earlymorningsun.NearFigTreeCrossingFishtrackeddown afemaleleopardon the hunt. She
gaveusa quicksnarlaswe approachedandwe respectedher wishes! keepingour distanceaswe
followed. Not longafter we locatedthe leopardwe encountereda largeherd of elephants.The
leopardgavethe elephantsonelook before climbinginto a big Mashatutree. NearOld RockCamp,
two hyenaswere on the movetowardsthe MajaleRiver,possiblyfor their morningdrink. Near
QueleaColonywe spotted a bushpig, but assoonasit spottedus, it disappearednto the thick
undergrowth.

Justafter we drove out on our afternoongamedrive the weathersuddenlyturned, andit started
raining.lt isthe mostamazinghing to listento thunderand smellthe wet soilasyou drive through
the reserve.Thestormdid not lastlong,andsoonwe were searchingor leopardsagain.

Friday,9 January

Thismorningwe were onceagainjoined by our elephantresearcherShortlybeforewe found the
elephantswe cameacrossa groupof three hyenasfeedingon a newbornbabykuduin the
MataboleRiver.Not long after, we heardhyenadaughing.Ourrangertrackedthe hyenasandwe
spotteda groupof sixhyenast#arguing®verterritory. At lastit wasthe elephantsturn ! the first
groupwe encounteredwasBrokenTuskandtwo of her calves.Therestof the herd had already
moveddeepinto the Crotonthicket. Agathaand her family wasalsoslowlymakingtheir way into
the Crotonthickets,wherethe grasshasgrowna lot quicker! this togetherwith the wonderful
shadeis an elephant shaven.NearFigtree CrossingrangerFishpointed out a youngmaleleopard
in agully.Theleopard,asif on cue,walkedout of the gullyand up the riverbank.Thelaststop on the
morningdrive waswatchingllzeand her family mud bathingin a poolin the Majale River.Theywere
divingheadfirst into the pool, submerginghemselvesompletelyandthen poppingup again.They
all seemedto beveryreluctantto leavethe coolof the mud pool.

Duringour eveningdrive, we were onceagainluckyto locatethe wild dogpack,aswell asa pride of
lions. After sunsetour rangertrackeddown anelusiveleopard,and before we reachedcampwe also
spottedan Africanwild cat.




Saturday,10 January

Whatan excitingmorning.We setout earlyon our morningdrive, andlocatedthe herd with the
youngfemaleelephantwhich hasa snarearoundher backfoot. Ourrangerwasnotified the
previousdaythat a veterinarianof the Wildlife Departmentwould be assistingvith the removalof
the snare.Bashicalledin the sighting,andlater in the morningwe were ableto assistin the darting
of the hugeanimal,andthe subsequentemovalof the snare.Whatan experienceWe helped
measuringhe youngfemale sshoulderheightandseveralother dimensionghat Jeanettashowed
uswhile sheand John(the vet) were cutting awaythe snareand cleaningthe wound.In no time it
wasall done,and Johninjectedthe femalewith anantidote. Fiveminuteslater shestoodup,
rumbledand her family rushedoverto rejoin her, rumblingandtouchingher continuously.

Sundayl1 January

Onour morningdrive we were amazedo seehow lusciouslygreenthe vegetationwas.Apartfrom
the wide variety of bird speciegsomeof whichare migrantspeciesuchasthe Carminebeeleaters)
we alsosawplenty of gamespeciesZebra,blue wildebeestandimpalaherdswere plentiful. What
madethe morningdrive evenmore speciawasthe lionesswe found at Cheetah ¥Koppie.Shewas
merelyrestingin the shade Veryrelaxed.Largeherdsof elephantswere seenat JackaKoppie,
Moddergatand Cheetah ¥Koppie.Thebiggestherd waseasilyaround80 elephants.






















