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The wild dogs have covered large distanees dunng the last four weeks, They are now
a whole kol more familiar with the reserve, as well as some of the peighbouring
properiies.. . We had boped that the pack would remam within reserves boundanes
bt after spending a good deal of tinwe in the west, the dogs headed ina soutlwesterly
direetion. The meved as far south as the Bwa-Tuli property, after which they made
theedr way back towards the Poot Deift area. From there the pack explored the ceniral
ports of the meserve for the first tme ond then moved bock tovwards the Limpope

: River. They recentlyv made o guick irip do the southeast, but basically turned around
ond headed sirmght back to the Pont Drift oreo

N
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W have seen some very inderesting reacltions in response o chemical stimuli used i owr Biofence experiment. Foe
those less aequamied with the concept, our Brofence 15 a novel expenment, developed ond led by Dr “Tieo™ MoeMuit,
which aims to use chemical communication o limit the ranging behaviour of the wild dog pack. Since wild dogs are
termitonal amd respest neighbours” femitones, the expenment attempls @ simulote oceopied temiones o the penpheny of
thee reserve by placing faecal and unne samples, collected from another pack. i these areas. We are leaming as the
experment runs i85 course, and hindsight 15 of course an exact science, Tnitally markings were deploved in a linear
manner, but alihowgh the dogs may hove detected these, onee they moved through the line, there were no addinonal
chemical signels o further reinforees the “occupied” state of that area,

When the dogs moved through the Biofence it provided s with the oppertunty o remforce the chemrucal stimuli m thear
mmmediate vieinity and monitor thear responss, The first test came when the dogs moved inoa sooath westerly direction
H'||.||:|E_ the “hackline' Fence. [ |J.|_-'|'|||:r:l.'|3d the fl‘utl,l.’.ﬂl:l‘ rrvtereal an close Tm'l!l-::'rr:'i'r:..' 1o where th :IE-:'I-E_.-: Wi r|.l.~:l'i:||!'|, 1l|.fri.'n5 thi
heat of the dayv. A= sunset approached, they procesdsd motheir south westerly direetion, and bumped into the scent
rmarks. They very clearly detected the marks as the whole pack spent a great deal of time smiffing and smelling, [ left
them soon thereafier as they were m an area with Few moads and it was a Litthe pointless tonng e observe them atter
dark, The next day they were several kilometres north - 180 degrees opposite 10 the general direction they had been
hesdimg in the previous day. One swallow does not make a summer, so while their spatial response was very infrguing,
wie could by i means draw any conclusions from it The experiment would need wo be repeated. The dogs proceeded 1o
spend the next few dovs near the “backline™ fence, in the vieinity of the gate 10 Mothlabaneng. There 15 a spring there
||1I!r.1‘:'.‘li.'r:5 Ennﬂ i amed I!u&:,-' gieermed very womilent, l'ElI'IJ]'r' rr:l'&-'r'ir@_ at all 1 :dml:-&t‘.jﬂi'l.”:-' I'.n.l‘l auil & few scats |'|'||.'||:||!|_ the
watercourse and in the general vicmity, with dogs probably 2km from the closest mark.

Feturming the fellowang day, | could met prek up o signal from any of the collars. Eventunlly, ofter a long search, | found
thee doggs resting pear Tuli Lodge. The distance between GPS points taken at their resting sites on the two conseculive
dovs was 16, Tkm Thot 15 of course o strmght=line distanees, son reality they would hove covered o far greater distanes,
Furthermore, they headed directly back to an area they know very well. The same response was observed afier the pack
lost therr alpho female, A couple of doys lster the dogs made therr way owtside of the reserve, onee agmn in o south
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westerly direction. By this stage our supply of scats had been depleted and after an SO5 (Send Out Scats!') call to Tico,
he kmadly flew in remforcements, These deployments too seemed o olier the dogs” movements, ond they made thear
way back to the reserve. .

While the mitial Biofence was laid out in an atlempl o restrict the pack’s movement, it appears o have had a
remarknble effect on the three dispersing males, They broke pwoy from the pack o day after relense and went off in
search of ther own fermalbes. They moved due west from the release sibe, and then proceeded to follow the Biofence all
the woy around the reserve ond they are currenily in the north east. [Uappears that they have picked up on the chemical
cwes and have followed these in on attempd to becate a fow lady-friends. Unfortunately thege is only ome old and rather
weak collor om ome of these males omd 11 now seems o be working imtermittently. Ideally we would hke 1o replace this
collar with a GPS collar, as this will Tacilitate remede collection of data and will ws o study the animals” exact
meverments in relation o the Biofence

About two weeks ago it became apparend that, w addition to the alplsa female (Cairo), a seconmd female (Maoirobd) is alsoe
pregnant, This 1s o little unusunl as in the majenty of eoses only the alpho female gives birth. When nesting. Namib = the
alpha male — and his two ladies alwavs lie close together. Since mating was observed between Namib and Cairo we
expeet ber to give badh in about two weeks time, We are nof sure when Moarebi wall give birth, bt it appears thot it will
be a little later. This will resuli in an interesting change for the pack, especially when the pups are weaned and need 1o
be fed. With on aversge of ten pups per litter, there could be a lot of Litle mouths 1o feed. Mortality needs 1o be taken
inber pceound and ot all the pops will survive.

Hunting

There hes been o gradusl but progressive stoft mthe pack’s
hinting abilaty. [nitially, just after release, they really batiled
to bt and were o Iiile on the skinny side. They then started
killing meoge froquently bul targeted mostly young animals.
Mow it 15 szale to sov they are very competent hunters and
feed predominamly on adult impala. While several kills go
undetected, recently | spw them toke on adult impals ewe on
the Saturdsay evening, an eland call’ (still a sizeable meal!y on
he Hl:lr.uiu:..' |:|'|n|:-r|:|'i|1|._|F a |..'JI."EI,I_' i.1:|1p:|.|a ramm that u&'-u:l:ing._
followved by an adull impala ewe the nexst morming. The dogs
appear [ s im very |:I,I.II.IIJ. comiitim.

The dogs had just caught the cland calf when 1 found them early in the morning and the eland medher was frving 1o
chase the dogs of T her call. She proceeded 1o hassle the dogs For close on ten minnles, even though it was obvious]y oo
Late to b of any use. While some of the pack fied and dragged the carcass away, she Followsd and was harassed by other
dings that repeatedly snapped at her heels

Eventually the dogs allovwed her emough tume, just o few seconds, to smill the carcass (photo on L), after which she leh
the dogs alone. While many species may have been very frantic given the sistion, this gracious eland moved aboul
alevwly, mot runming, ard paid very little attention to the dogs snapping ol her.

Vehicles

EWT have kindly purchased a new project vehicle — a 2004 Land Rover pack-up, The former vehicle had seen service
on several projects, was a little long in the woedh, and was net the most comborable: especially considening the long
brs spent -:!'r:i‘ri:r:H; arouni the reserve, The nes one 15 areal amwd |:|.':rl::|i:|'||:|,' looks the ]:lur1' Thamnks EWT, In the inleresis
of lookmg atter the Landy. i would be great we could equip i with o more Togged set of off-read tyres. The reserve’s
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terrain is particularly unforgiving on tvees and should anvone out there have a set of suitable tyres at their disposal, they
wiould be very much apprecisted! In additien, & high-lift jack would also be of grest use!!!

Up-coming work

Rex Masupe, our commumity hmson officer, wall be spendmg a kot of time m the meaghbounng commumities during the
next few weeks, This will iclude visits o schools, conducting a questionnaire survey and other Tollow-up visits o
villnge lenders.

Evail list

Should vou lave received ihis update “via the grapevine” and would like me o emsail i€ to you directly i fulure, please
send me on emol {egacksonazookogy up g ad ond [ will edd you o the mmling st Please note that [ do not have
regular email contact and may oot respond to email for several weeks af time, and this also hampers geiting regular

updiies out,
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