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The [:h.'-gu have E&E

Towards the end of June, afler a long wail, the wild dogs fnally selected a den site and both the
pregnant females have subsequently given birth, The secomd female gave birth abow 9 days
after the first pups were bom, To date we have not seen the pups. The den s becated inthe
mverine vegetation approsimately  1km cast of the Pond Dnift border pest, very close 0 Rock
Carmp, This 15 a great rehiel considering howe Far the dogs have travelled dunng the past three
mexnths. The dogs tvpieally get active duning the carly momimg and late aftermoon, heading out i search of Feod and
returnimg therealter. They normally stick close w the Limpopo Biver, and the thick bush sometimes makes following
them a lile dilfieult, The dogs are gontmuing o hunt very well and appeor w0 be mogrest condition. Om one of thear
recent hunts they killed a Kudu ball {approximaiely three vears old) against the fence of their old enclosure,,, They
chased the kedu mio the fence and [ suspect that be broke his back because when we saw the pmimnl approxumately o
Amniile :lt[l..:r the chi L8 he was ey miich |.|11.|. bt s |1|1|l. able ta Ioft and move bos head, It was not very EEA]L..'I!EII:I[ | £43
wilch and 1t fook :Ic:vs:: on 13 minutes for him ln finully die. The dogs were quite coutious of his big homs at first, and
many just lay down close by while a Few dogs starting feeding from the rear. Photograph countesy of Roger de 1o
e,

Baild-up 1o the denning period

We were very onxions o see expetly where the dogs would deeide to den as they would typieslly remam sround this
area for approsvimately three months. With bodh females very pregnant, the dogs moved a bong distance 1o the south
wesl, onee agnin leeving the reserve’s boundanes, They wsed the full meen and shpped under the radar, for bwo doyvs |
did not knew where they where, When 1 did manage 1o locate them, they wene resting at a basrow that they had hoen
excgvabing that very same mormng... It appeared thot they had decided to den here, about an hours drive from Pont
Drift, well outside the reserve. Afler establishing that meather of the Females had vet given birth, 1 deploved a fow scalts
prowmd the burrow moan attempt 0 encournge them o move elsewhers, Al the ime the pock wos reshng about 100m
away. M fivourable breeee carmied the scent straight tovwards the dogs, and evobed an inmediate response. After much
smitfing, the dogs hoosealled, then mlled together as they do before gomg out to i, and proceeded 10 move
approximately 2km nocth! This took place at about | lam when tee dogs would nommally just be resting and mod move
pnvwhere, Three dovs and at least 30km later, the Alphe female gave birh at the current den sight!

En route bock o the reserve the dogs passed through the sgrculiurml felds of Tulans Forms ond mansged w onee again
kill an impala in a fence alongside the farm. The following day the pack had moved a long distance east, and rested
phowt Tkm west of Tull Lodge, They procesded fo the Pont Dnft area, found therr desired den sight, ond hove been
around these ever sinee.
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Future Updates
Wild dogs pups only start venturimg abeve ground atter aboul o menth, Hopetully 1sall be able 4o provide soms phatos
im (he et update!

il list

Should you have received this update “vin the grapevine” and would hke me to email it o oyou directly m foture, please
send me an emadl (ereeksondzoology upoaczad and [ will add you o the mailing list, Please mote that [ do et have
regular email contocl and moy not respond 10 email for several weeks ot tme, and this alse hampers getting regular
|..||1|.'L'|1|.-$ i,
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