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Craty Seackseon

A lot has happened smee the Last update a tew weeks back. The dogs are, in general,
doing pretty well despate several challenges, Previously 1 mentioned how the dogs
were battling 0 hunt efficiently. Formunately this has changed for the betber and they
ATE THI%Y LI”!I'IE riIJ' FTHATE j-TL"L]I.I.L'I'Il.I} |I'H|E| 'i]llf'il'lE 1hl_' 1_|Tﬂ| [RENR] 'I.'IL'I.'.L:E'L r.l'l.L' .IJiE.E.L'ﬂl
congern was the pack’™s lack of fiiness afber spending almost eleven months 1o
enclosures, Furthermore, half’ the pack 15 composed of vearhngs that had absoluely
no hunting expenence, and quite a few bwo-year-olds that would hove hed lmated
hunting time before they were caplured. Thas ek of experience was evident an ther
garlier uneoordinated hunding attempds when it often appeared as though it was each dog For him or herselt. The dogs
are stll kKallimg vounger ammals most of the time Gropala, warthog, Kuedu) buot they are doang so pretty readily, The have
alzo taken a couple of larger tmpsala and at least one adult sarthog.

MLervremants and Enares

The degs previously spent most of their time aleng the Limpopo River and bardly moved more than a kilormetre or twe
north theresl, and never moved more than about two Kilomedres east of ther release sile, We then netced that Dutch,
he ..'||.|'||1..| female, started IL"-.IIJ.1I1E the |1u|.'|-. m ther movements and headed preily deterrmnedly m a souwth 1.'».1.:1[|.'r|_\
directly, alomg the river. There was some debote as 0 whether she could be heading bock teovards thear Former home
and dem at Marakele K.'l[i-::-n.'l] Park. '|'h|:_l. mvied west of the 1|.'1|.'ri.1'.|.'|rl. T i|:||!|1 A '|1i|'|:.' ared :9-::-u|]1 syt of The |_.1.'|:|I!m-.|."
Le Bloraty willage. Tt was very difficult to peck up a signal from the collars and there are no rosds m thes area, We did net
g e tl.-:!-EH T'or about T -:1:1:..':-: amd e |1||]:. aw them :|§,:.1in (om ool when they moved out 1 an u:mlq_'rl:r tlirectsom,
Bex and | found 15 snares bere and there was a dog missing. It was Dutch. Ancther deg came oul of this area with a
sniare arcumd 15 neck, The pack was callmg for three davs in an atternpt @ fnd ther mossing pack member,
Unfortumately i seems she most hEely musst have succumb io 8 snare.

The eastern part of the Morthem Tull Game Reserve has a major problem with snaning, specibfically from Dimbaboveans
coming across the Shashe River, A dedicated anti-poaching team patrels this area. Poaching in the remaimder of the
reserve was ned thoeught to be a major problem Following this meident the Beserve™s fence-line team was deploved on o
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hotspots 15 along the “hack-line” fence. Poachers enter illegally, set ther snares, then returm lofer to see whot the have
L.!IIE_I'Il Cine of these EH.I.I.LI‘IL'HG wins arrested last week, "l"q_xlq.r\-:l.a'. I ||.|||:|L'-:] the v e we ]'.!u.”L-:l il 54 snares in less
thun [ive howurs. This brings the total to clese on 200, Cur patrel was coneentrated around the dogs” current position, and
wir even encountered therm :lu.'rmE the |1.|1m| {Une ]11I"|1LII.|.I.T|.I| thick cable had clammed the Life of a lom several momiths
garlier. 50, while this represcnts a major thraat 1o tee reserve’s wildlile, at least we are
nowy aware of the problem and 1 know 11 bezimg dealt with very seriously
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The dop carrying the snare was forlunate in
that he ":""':""E""'J' 1o hreak the w irl_'n_ and in
doing g0, freg homsell. We located the dog,
imrmshilised i, rermoved the snanz, treated the
wound and released him. [ am happy o report
that he bes reeovered 100%, Thanks o Tuli
Safari Lodge for granting us permission 1o
drve off-rond 0 mccessfully complete this
exercie.

Followang the loss of Dutch, the pack moved all the way back to the Pontdnft area almest overmight. They spent a
coriple of davs around bere, and then gradually moved m a morth-westerly direction, back theough the vetermary fance,
They staved close o the fence and it appeared as though they wanted o move back through it From a managemeni
gt ol wiesw, there are Gar bess risks associated with the central region of the neserve, as opposed o the pack overing
aroumd the weslern boundary (people, goats, snares ete). For this repson, we atterpled 1o “motivate” them o move back
l|'rr|.||.|E_|:| the fence Tw -1.||_r|:|_|_|:r|.3 an |r.|1]'.nL| ard l:I.T.IE&I,IrIE, it abwout 1km, with the |]|1|:=,=: sl |'|||r=:-|.|.1[ 1cr the \'1.[|.'r||:|..|rl.
fence and then placimg it on the opposite side. This “min-remirodoction” hnﬁh,n::d o b exacily one month after the
|J|1|_ex wiere released, and we had nog 5-:u|1|||.-|.|:|1Lr|1L-|:|. ihenir ||.-ud:||:||_z at all, The exercize went Pty :1|:|||1|1I11|_\ :||I]|-::-u§_1_]|. T
doga werg very reluctant o move throwgh the fenee twhich we had manipulated o esse their movement). Interestingly,
the one dog waos the voung male that hod been snared, and the other wos Kalohan, an extremely tmid individeal,
Eventually, just betore sunset, they alse moved threwgh and we were quite chuffed with our effors. The nest maming.
howewver, they were back on the western side of the fence

since then they have boscally remmned mn this oren. There 15 o notural sprng that attrocts gome and the dogs are mol
roving oo Gar from this area. Rex and 1 saw themn suceesatully hunt a voung kudu and siopala here, Unfortusately this
pren his hardly any roads, which means thot 1 the dense serub Mopame 1t 15 almost impessibde o following the dogs
when they are active. 1 have clocked up close oo 20005m on these dusty roads in the Last 30 days, trving 1o be with the
dogs enrly every meming and then agin lote m the afternoon. Given their current pesitien (for from eomp) omed the
dilficulty associabed with following them, 1 will now instead [ind them during the middle of the day and see where they
are reshing. This will both give me o litde more iime m camp toowork with the data we have been eollecting and save a
Lt om Fuel.
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Other wild dog sightings

Aoday alter release theee voung males {iwo-vear-olds) dispersed from the pack. This was nol unexpected, as these dogs
hove now moved off in search of “their own™ females. Previously [ reporied how they had moved ground in elose
prosimity e the Bioboundary or Biofence (a senes of Faecal and urine markings, collected from another pack, and
placed around the perimeter of the reserve m an attempt to simulate eccupied termitories, with the view that this may
restriet their movements), Additional sightings on the reserve further support this observed movement pattern, with a
few sightings closer to the Tuli Ciscle. The lone male (presumably a male) seen in the east of the reserve was seen again
in Ahe nerth west, near Mitam Lodge, once agan close to the bofence, The three males were al=o seen bere a few weeks
previously. Il appears as though thes: males, in search of females, are using the chemical cues as a guide. We are
hoping 1o get an additienn] GPS collar so that we con track these males” precise movements m relobion to the Biofence.

Wew Alpha fomale

Prior to the loss of the olpho female, Momib, the alphe male, storted mobtng with Core, While this was o hitle unusool
and did ot necessarily mean she would be the new alpha female, she has assumed this role after the koss of Duteh,
Dutch would have probably given binth in the last week of May, but Coire, should she successfully conceive, waill
probably only give barth closer to the end of June, This is quite an important event, as it will result i the pack staving
elose 1o the den for about three months, The choice of den sight eould therefore have quile 4 major bearing on the
sucoess of the project. Lets hope for the best! While it appeared that Dutch was quite set on leading the pack south-west,
ey have pot been moving in this directing since here disappearance and pechaps, ina eroel way, ber loss may aciually
be o blessing in disguise?
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Below 15 0 map indicoting some of the areas the moin pack has visited sinee therr relesse (red dots)
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