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Eleventh Update Background to NTGR Wild
Dog Project

The reserve has received very good
rains and the bush and animals are in | A pack of 18 wild dogs was
great condition. Soon after the first rains | reintroduced to the Northern
the bush turned green and then was | Tuli Game Reserve in
carpeted with yellow flowers. A little r'\]';‘ée"i“nbe;n i?ffc;surfe”'“?r']'i
while later the purple foxtails emerged, pack was released on éApriI
providing additional colour. It is a great
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time to view animals and makes for | ostaplish a viable pack of

i i) colourful photographs. this endangered species
AL SR Sl - el within the Limpopo Valley
e good news is that the Northern Tuli wild dog pack has now splitinto | region of eastern Botswana.
two! This is an indication of the success of the project to date. Prior to | A research programme has
the spilt the pack numbered 23. The main pack now consists of 16 dogs | been established in addition
— the alpha male and female, two older males, and the 12 pups that | o a community outreach
were born on the reserve last June. The seven dispersing dogs consist | initiative, — educating local
of the beta female, Nairobi, and six other dogs that are almost two years ggmsm“”'t'esre da?grc;m ‘é"r':g
old (5 females and 2 males). Nairobi is the only collared dog, but cogsérvati(?n in general

unfortunately this unit has malfunctioned. Last week a report of three '

wild dogs was received from Zimbabwe. Two of
the dogs were photographed and these are
definitely the two males. We hope that the third
dog is an unrelated female, as this means the
five females may be elsewhere. If we get the
opportunity we will replace the faulty collar.

Immediately after the dispersal the seven were
only seen once or twice in the south eastern
parts of the NTGR. The long grass and thick
vegetation make efforts to locate them very
tricky. Based on some spoor we believe that the
five females may well still be in this area.
Hopefully they will turn up sooner or later and
then we can gain a better understanding of their
movements post-dispersal.

Except for one pup with a minor injury to his front leg, the pack is in good condition.
There are plenty of young impala about and this no doubt makes for relatively easy
pickings!
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Mating

For the last week or so the alpha male has been keenly
investigating the alpha female and this indicates that mating will be
happening soon. This is the usual time of year for this to occur and
with a gestation period of 72 days, will mean that we could expect
pups towards the end of May. The big question is where will the
den be situated this year? Wild dogs frequently den in the same
area if previous breeding attempts have been successful. This
would mean that there is a good chance that they will choose a
site close to the Limpopo River again. After the split, we are only
left with four adult dogs — 3 males and the alpha female. It is thus
very important that she survives and manages to produce more
pups, because if she disappears there are no suitable dogs to fill
her place (all the other females are the alpha males daughters!).

The pups now look very much like adults and are contributing to
hunting efforts. They are also not afraid to take on hyenas and this
past week another hyena received a good beating from the pack.
The dogs had killed an impala just outside Mashatu Main Camp

and the hyena came looking for scraps. The dogs turned on him and out of desperation
he eventually waded into the Majali River!

In the last two days | have twice seen how well the dogs cooperate as a pack. Whilst out
hunting the pack often gets split up with dogs peeling off to chase different impala. The
majority of the pack regroups but is able to tell that not every dog is present, even if only
a single dog is missing. They will then lie down and wait, sometimes calling for the
missing dogs. When the dogs eventually return there is much excitement, and the pack
can instantly sense whether the returning dogs had hunted successfully. If this is the
case, the entire pack follows the dog back to the kill to feed. This really impresses me
and shows you how intelligent these animals are!




Movement

The dogs have now explored most of the NTGR. It seems like they have set up a
territory that covers a large part of the reserve. The first map shows the pack’s
movements over the last two months and the second the dogs’ movements since they
left the den at the end of September 2008.



Email list

Should you have received this update “via the grapevine” and would like me to email it to
you directly in future, please send me an email (crjiackson@zoology.up.ac.za) and | will
add you to the mailing list. Please note that | do not have regular email contact and may
not respond to email for several weeks at time, and this also hampers getting regular
updates out.

Until next time,
All the best

Craig Jackson

Disclaimer
| have compiled this document as a means to update interested persons on the current
happenings of the NTGR wild dog project. The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect

those of the Northern Tuli Game Reserve, its landowners, or the project partners and/or
sponsors.




