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Twelfth Update — 30 March 2009

On the 5™ of April 2009 our wild dogs would have been freely roaming
the Northern Tuli Game Reserve for exactly a year! The pack has been
very successful in raising 12 pups that have all survived to date, and
are now nine months old. Even more importantly, the pack has set up a
territory on the unfenced reserve. In two months time we can expect
another litter of pups!

To mark the anniversary of the release and the success of the project to
date, we will be “auctioning” off the pups as a means to generate
funding that will be ploughed straight back into the project. Since this is
the first litter of wild dog puppies that have been born and raised in this
part of Botswana for an extremely long time, we have given each pup a
local name that relates to a river, hill, or other place of interest on the

Background to NTGR Wild
Dog Project

A pack of 18 wild dogs was
reintroduced to the Northern
Tuli Game Reserve in
November 2007. Initially
held in an enclosure, the
pack was released on 5 April
2008. The project aims to
establish a viable pack of
this endangered species
within the Limpopo Valley
region of eastern Botswana.
A research programme has
been established in addition
to a community outreach

reserve. ID photographs of the right-hand-side of each of the twelve | initiative, educating local
dogs are supplied. There are seven males and five females. The | communities about  wild
reserved price on each wild dog is P1500 ( US$200). dogs, predators and

conservation in general.

Bidding will be open until 16:00 on Wednesday 8 April 2009. Please
email me directly with the name of the dog you are bidding for and the amount you are
willing to contribute (in Pula). | will then update everyone who has made a bid for a
specific dog as to what the “going price” is. | will try update those concerned at least
twice a day in order to keep the bidding process going.

Those individuals, families, lodges, companies etc who successfully adopt a wild dog will
receive a certificate documenting their contribution, which will include a large colour
photograph of the adopted dog. It is important to remember that these are wild animals
that are exposed to various risks associated with the African bush on a daily basis.
Mortalities are a reality and we can therefore obviously not guarantee the long-term
survival of each dog. The fact that all 12 wild dogs have survived, however, shows that
they are all survivors already!

Thank you to everyone who has made contributions to the project to date, and a big
thank you in advance to those of you who will be supporting this fund raising initiative!
Without your support the NTGR wild dog project would not have been possible.
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Wild dog identikits

Name: Matabole

Origin of name: River in the
central parts of the NTGR,
flowing into the Majale River

Sex: Male

Name: Mmamagwa

Origin of name: Hill in the south
west of the NTGR that is of great
cultural and archaeological
significance

Sex: Male

Name: Shashe

Origin of name: Name of the
river that forms the eastern
boundary of the NTGR and the
international boundary between
Botswana and Zimbabwe

Sex: Male




Name: Pitsani

Origin of name: Name of a river
and hill in the central parts of the
NTGR

Sex: Male

Name: Megwe

Origin of name: Hill in the east of
the NTGR on which a
archaeological ruin site is
situated

Sex: Male

Name: Lekona

Origin of name: Hill in the far
south west of the reserve

Sex: Male




Name: Jwala

Origin of name: River in the
north west of the NTGR, and a
tributary of the Majale River

Sex: Male

Name: Madiope

Origin of name: River in the west
of the NTGR, flowing into the
Majale River

Sex: Female

Name: Majale

Origin of name: A major river
flowing through a large part of
the NTGR, joining the Limpopo
east of Pond Drift

Sex: Female




Name: Lechaneng

Origin of name: A spring near
the western boundary of the
NTGR, close to Motlhabaneng,
which has been frequented by
the wild dogs

Sex: Female

Name: Tuli

Origin of name: The name of this
region of Botswana

Sex: Female

Name: Nyaswe

Origin of name: River entering
the reserve from Zimbabwe, and
is a tributary of the Matabole
River

Sex: Female




Email list

Should you have received this update “via the grapevine” and would like me to email it to
you directly in future, please send me an email (crjiackson@zoology.up.ac.za) and | will
add you to the mailing list. Please note that | do not have regular email contact and may
not respond to email for several weeks at time, and this also hampers getting regular
updates out.

Until next time,
All the best

Craig Jackson

Disclaimer
| have compiled this document as a means to update interested persons on the current
happenings of the NTGR wild dog project. The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect

those of the Northern Tuli Game Reserve, its landowners, or the project partners and/or
sponsors.




