
 
Update on Wild dog pups – August 2009   
On the 9th of June 2009, our alpha female, 
Cairo, gave birth to her second litter of pups. 
After four weeks the pups began to surface and 
we counted a total of 13 puppies. This is well 
above the average litter size of 9-10 pups. All 
13 are still alive more than two months later, 
and becoming very brave and bold. They have 
now started following the adults when they go 
out hunting, and move 200-odd metres away 
from the den before being chased back. Cairo 

has also started joining the hunt for the first time since giving birth. The 
pups are now sometimes left alone at the den without a babysitter 
during the hunt. This, in combination with their bold attitude, makes 
them rather vulnerable. Lets hope all goes well, as it did with last years 
pups. 
 
Den life can become a little mundane, but the large numbers of 
elephant along the Limpopo River provide the yearlings with great 
entertainment. Breeding herds bunch together in a defensive stance, 
and the dogs walk straight towards them. This of course elicits a charge, with the nimble 
dogs trotting comfortably away from danger. The trouble makers then turn and head 
straight back towards the herd. This often goes on for 15-30 minutes. As the dogs get 
close, the elephants often kick branches, sticks and sand at the dogs They normally 
approach and investigate the flying objects, further annoying the pachyderms. The 
longer it goes on, the more agitated the elephants become, and the length and intensity 
of each successive charge increase substantially. Two days ago we were watching this 
all-too familiar scene when a cow was so focused on chasing a wild dog, that she hardly 
saw our vehicle. The problem was that the dog was heading in our direction… As the 
photo’s show, it was quite an exciting experience. Alison Moyes took the last photo in 
the series with a small digital camera – great shot!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background to NTGR Wild 
Dog Project 

 
A pack of 18 wild dogs was 
reintroduced to the Northern 
Tuli Game Reserve in 
November 2007. Initially 
held in an enclosure, the 
pack was released on 5 April 
2008. The project aims to 
establish a viable pack of 
this endangered species 
within the Limpopo Valley 
region of eastern Botswana. 
A research programme has 
been established in addition 
to a community outreach 
initiative, educating local 
communities about wild 
dogs, predators and 
conservation in general. 



 
 
 
 
Below I have extracted a few frames from a video clip that I took about 2 
weeks back.  
 
 
 
 

 
Apart from elephant, the wild dogs also pursued a leopard this week. They had made a 
kill in the morning, and that same afternoon the dogs headed back in the same direction. 
When passing the remains of the carcass, they found a leopard scavenging. They 
immediately gave chase and the leopard’s only option was a knob thorn tree. Not the 
most comfortable tree that he has ever been in, but it did get him out of harms way! 
 
Wild dogs are intelligent hunters and are well known for chasing prey up against 
barriers, especially fences. On Friday the pack set out from the den just after 16:30. 
After eventually persuading the pups to stay home, they set out in the direction of the 
Limpopo Valley Airfield. Approaching the south western corner of the fence, they 
promptly found a gap in the fence and entered. They trotted alongside and along the 
runway, and after only a few minutes the flushed out a steenbok. Fleeing for its life, it hit 
the fence hard, and lay still for a second or two before the dogs snatched it up. Animals 
inside the fenced area are dangerous to air traffic, so it would be great if we could get 
the pack to patrol the airfield more frequently!    
 
The pack will be based around the den for about another four weeks before starting to 
move about their territory once again. Some of the yearlings 

could be expected to start 
dispersing towards the end of the 
year. The next few months should 
be very interesting, and hopefully 
the pups do as well as 2008’s litter 
did. 
   
 



 
 
 
Please also see www.tulipredatorproject.ning.com  
 
 
Until next time, 
All the best 

 
Craig Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
I have compiled this document as a means to update interested persons on the current 
happenings of the NTGR wild dog project. The views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Northern Tuli Game Reserve, its landowners, or the project partners and/or 
sponsors.  
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