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Predator Report - March 2008

THE NOETHERN TULLl FREEDATOR FREOJECT
Andrei Snyman
This month was great regarding my leopard project. | found my study

leopards almost everyday and what made this month even more

interasiing was the fact that | caught the notorious male leopard,
Mathata, again! This old male leopard use fo Iive just west of Main Camp, but after a couple of
manths he 'disappeared’ and | was battling fo find him. Eveniually he was found living along the
Limpopa River, ranging from the Vel in the east to the vet-gate in the west | hardly ever found this
male leopard due to the dificult and rocky termain he lives in. It was then decided to re-capture lim

and take my radio-collar off, since it doesn contribute to my research at all.

After a few days of intense tracking {(on foot and from a vehicle), | finally got a signal coming from

The Viei, Later that afternoon we headad out with aone mission in mind = retrieve the collar!

To ba quite honest, | did not expact that things would turn out the way it
did._for we had a perfect night! We found Mathata (which means
‘Problent} lving in the tall grass just watching us. As we gol closer he
calmly got up and slowdy just walked away, hardly looking back at us
following him. | was just waiting for the right moment to dart him and
luckily | did not had to wait very long. As we weaved through the bush
following him, he suddenly froze and locked at something that caught
hiz attenfion. That gave me just the 'gap’ | was looking for and as the
dari siruck his shoulder muscle, he locked at i, pulled it out and gave if

a few good bites before walking on! Mot realizing that he will fall asleep

S00on...

After waiting 10 minuies we came around a dense bush and there he was. . fast aslesp!

We remaoved the radio collar and fook measurements of his teeth, body and paws. After taking
some graat pictures with probably tha most elusive & beautiful cat species in the world, we laid him
down in an open are so we can keep watch over him until he wakes up,



After about 3 hours he was awake enough for us to let him be and go back home — mission
accomplished.

Fredater Drives

For the month of March | did 11 predator drives with a fotal of 53 guestis. On one padicular night

we were tracking my favounte female leopard — Lesedi. A5 we got closer and closer to the area

where the radio-collar signal was coming from, | could see the excilement on the faces of my
guests as they were scanning every bush and tree in search of the leopard. We found Lesadi with
a freshly killed juvenile impala. It looked like she had the carcass in a Leadwood trea, but it fell out
As wa wara walching her lying on the ground, gracefully cleaning herself, a spottad hyeana came
running in and took claim to whatever scraps were left-over. A1 first Lesedi went up a tree, away

from the hyana, but later realizing that she was safe, she silently climbad down and wa watchad
the sneak into the night almost unnoticed.
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