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This month was as wsual very busy, but also very exciting. Apart from trackimg my
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he estimate abundance and density of these amaing predators, Across the whole
reserve one would see spoor, seal and hear the unmastakable whoeping call of
spodted hyenas. Spotied hvenns are o very imporiant component of my predator
research project, sinee they are a magor foree o recom with if vou'ne a hion, Spodted
byenas are very opporiunmsiie scavengers, bul they are just as suceessful hunters. The method 1 osed was First wsed and
desagned by D Gus Mills who did an extensive spotted hvena survey in Rroger Mational Park in the eardy 1559075, The
mecthsd 15 specifically calibrmted for hyvenas, kot lons, leepands, jackal and even chestah can be encountered. A sef of
large speakers are mounted on o tri-podd and with the wse of an amplifier and MP3
plaver, sounds of a buflalo ¢alf in disiress, spotied hyenas squabbling over a kill and
il |J:. i"l'.': wildebeest call’ 15 broadeast for a total of 30mmn, The HEJIL".'ILL"TM are redated
907 gvery 5 muin 50 cirewlar area con be coversd by the sound. I'm currently m the
[rrucess ol -'Irlil.l:'.:‘i'illE_ the Tu:q.ﬂls: biat for mow all 1 can say 15 that the senses was a
success and there might be mone spotted hvenas than what people thought thers
gl be.

I svould like do thank Craig, Guy, Paul and Bex For their tvaluable assistance i this
census, Without their help the census could ot hove been done

Fredator Dirfres

[Mraring the month of Bay 1ded 1] predator drves with a tedal of 35 guests. On one particolar dove we were rackimgg the
young male leapard Kakanye, He was located in a thicket along the Majale Rrver and we could not see ham, so ]
deided wogo onte a hill and have sundowners and wait for darkness, Leopands weod 1 stay hidden dunng the day,
especinlly i vou were trying to find them, and by sunset they become active and start moving. So afler the sundowners
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our surprise we saw another voomg male leopard feemge on the kill and our Eakanyo was waiting ot the base of the tree
for his turm, What we ded not koow was that seather of the two miales made the kill, for ot was k:E-.-...-cli |y Feerrale
beapard who normally hangs areund that ares)d who made the kil She was also there but just ot of view. Mot only did
we see Dwo Jeopards and knowing there’s a third just on the hall, but areund our veboele were 6 spotied hyenas wailing
for seraps 1o fall from the feeding leopard. Mesdless to say the guests were very happy about the sightimg.



