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There can be no doubd that winter has armved but typacal to the Tuli even though the evenings have been very cold the
davs have been pleasant. Amazing for this e of the vear the Limpope River s soll Qowing and by the end of May
just as we thought of erossing the river by vehicle the water level in the river ratsed once more.

Game sightings during May

The following fgures are oblaised by determining the mumber of days with guests in camp when a specific animal was
seen ordd pssuming thot oll guests in both compes hod o sighting of the speaific onimal,
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Game viewing this month was a lod lower than the previous few menths. Lion, leopard and hvena sightings dropped
with more thon 20% compored te April 2008, Lwon ond leopard viewing were similar o Moy 2007 bt elephant ond
byena sightings were also lower compared to the previous vear.
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Predator Sightings
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Leopard sightings were Ffrequent ond the mest seen leopard this month was the female with her cub Iving around
bdoddergal. Guests have the opportunity to take stunning pictures of them every time, since most of the sightings were
during the day and i fairly open terman. The mother 1= s0ll faocly skittesh, but the cub seems o not knew any better ond
poses very elegantly for the guests. There were also various other leopard sightings seen around Mashatu.

Lions

The pride of s1x was seen regularly and they seem to spend most of their ime olong the Prisame, Matabole and Maole
Rivers. They do however, like w hang around Mel's Windimill. The one male was again seen mating with one ol the
females ond sightings of them are pommaolly very good. They are very relixed ond offer stunming phoetegraphic
opporiunitics.

Checinhs

Mot o regulor sighing this month, but ot the end of the May four mole cheetah was seen and oreund Pole Hill o mother
was seen with 3 cubs. MNow that the terrain is becoming more open the visibility is improving leading to better and maore
frequent sightmgs of thess cnts

Spottedl Hyena
Again spotied hvenas were seen and heard every day. The hvena den just down siream of Majale Cockiail spot is
teeming with activity, Young hyvenns are often seen ploving sreond the slecpmg sdulis

The Tuli Zlephants

The average group size recorded by the rangers on
Mashoiu this month were higher thon the previeus
manih and s the resull of several large groups seen
moving together dunmg the month, Groups of 2000 or
mre elephants were fecorded on several occasions
durmng the month ond mamby seen wolking olong the
bedatabsale River below Beacon Hill of  crossing
Elephomt Yalley towords the Mapale Rrver. A Few adult
bulls were observed cither on their own or in the
vieinity of these large bond groups

[uring this menth on Mashotu alone o 157 different bird species were recorded, Most of the migratory bird species
have long lefi by now but with all the water remaining on the reserve and especially the Limpopo Hiver sovesal of the
wider bird species are still around,

The Morthern Tult Goame Reserve amd BirdLafe Botswans are currently plannmg an ambitions aerial survey of whate
back vuliure mests within the Limpopo Valley. We hope to conduct the survey early in September. The aim is do record
the number of active white back vulture nestimg sttes wathin the Limpopo Valley, Ad present 18 wall be very helpful 1o
ko of any vullure pesting sites within the Nosthern Tuli Game Reserve. A GPS coordinate as well as a description of
whiere the mest 15 loeniod will be extremely helpful. For any mformaton on the count or ns=sastance with the count please

contact Jeanetia ol mashatu.researchi@telkomsa.net.
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