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Orver might the reserve turned from green to all shades of brown and red. At the stam of the mondh the mopane irees
were st green bt reasching the end of the month most of the mopane irees m the high lving areos hove tumed the most
amazing red and brown eolours. Up o the north of the reserve grass is stll plentiful but along most of the floodplain
areis the grass have but all disappeared, Water however is still plentiful with pools sl visible in the Majale, Matabole,
Jwala and Pitsane rivers and the Limpepo River by the end of June was stll flowang. Viery unusual for this time of the
vear, A cold front moving through the area dunng the month brought abouwt o it of & drzzle and apparently raim was
received 1o the west of the reserve.

Game sightings during June
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Sightmgs of all species increased remendously from the previons month but were sill Tower compared o last vear
June. There was however several umusual sightings this month ineluding an aardvark and an sardwolf all on one dove
and a horsefwald dog encounter! A pack of 12 wild dogs had come to investigate the sounds of runmmg herbivores, and
perhaps o test the possibility of an cosy meal. The extremely mquisitive canimes came 1o within 5m of the nders before

thev used their calm horses 1o wand the dogs of T by simply wiming to faee them. The dogs eventually lost interest in the
obviously strectswise horses and melted mto the thick rivenne bush. Both the guest and the gudes wene left wath on
image of satellite dish ears, motthed sinucus bodies and white tufied tails, and not a few goose biimps.

During the month a few newbom cland calves were spotted. YVery early indeed as most eland call dusing August and
Seplember,
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Frequent leopard sightings were seen ol] arcund Mashato, romging from maothers with cubs, 10 big odult males patroling
their termitories. Sightings of these elusive cats were found in the momings, bat mestly during the night when they are
merre aehive,

Char farmous Mapale 1sland Pride emale with 4 cubs was found
at lasi, rl.-'[.a'-be nol on hashato i,rp:'rru.'ﬂ:-'._ bt the Temale and
cubs were seen in Mopungubwe Matienal Park South Adrica,
which borders the Morthern Tul Game Reserve, The 6 other
lons are stll moving around the central parts of the reserve
and the two males of that Fi.-:!-u 5 ]ﬂ{l.‘-]!.' ter b the reason the
Majale [sland Female beft the area. By moving away from
potential infanticide males, she gives her cabs the best change
ol survival.

Thiz month was filled with cheetah sightings. There were on occasions 6 cheetah
seen together. Banging from qust lving arcund scannmg the losdseape, o
hunting fmpala. Some guests were even fortunate eoough to see them hunting
nght m fromt of the gomesviewing vehiek:. Three males were found faidy
regularly and they are verv relaxed wowards vehicles, a0 guest bad the

oppotunity o take magnificent pretures of them. [t reolly was o great cheetah
il

Spetted Eyena

AEjLi:n. a.Tu.:d'Il.-d |'|:.'L-:|1.:|x wvere seer amd heand ey ey :h:r'. The h_l.-ﬂn:m that had a den .'|!|1|'|E_ the bank of the M;xj:lll_' River
sgem to have moved. Hyvenos wene seen regularly ot the waterhole ousade Main Camp and they even managed to kill an
i:n'l.ilﬂl:l nekl b the fence 1'i.5'|'.|l all th gale




The Tuli Elephants
As nlways elephants were sround m
full force and where seen nearly
everv doy of the month On mone
than one  oceasion  (his  month
elephints ond  predators confronted
each other. Early in the momh the
wild dogs and a small herd of
eleplants  encountered  each  other
near the Limpopo Hiver, Contrary Lo
what would be expected the wild
dogs  throwgh  their  contmuscons
nipping and  velping  and  fag
exceding agility semt the elephants
trumpeting and running. Later in the
month - o hig  elephomt bull
unintenticnally - wandered  nie the
denning oren of the wild degs. Onee
again the clephant Wk
ungeremoniously chased off by the
pack of wild dogs. The liens however

were nof as lucky and with on encounter between a herd of elephants and the new pode of hens, the pnde of hons were
send nunning by tumpeting and charging elephants.
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Muuring the month a tedal of 83 baed species were recorded on MMashaio
The volunieers on the Research Shadow Program have been asasimg us
m dentilfying bards during the month as well as recording sightings of

burd 5]'.1_-|,:'i|.-x wdeniified as vulnerable within Batswana

This iﬂuﬂutwuph of an albang white crowned |-||-:p'.'-|:r wias laken near the
Blopule River close to Hamerkop Crossing. Another great and fregquent
si!l_hl'il:lhl_ this ml1|'||!|'| Was E|'|:|1 al a fi:iun.'l King_l-l:xhur al the r'u"-'.lﬁl'liﬂl..l. h-'E:m

Carmp walerhole,
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