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A good burst of rain fell alf way through the month. Due o the amazing rain this vears there is still a thick grass cover
m most paris of the reserve espeeially in the northern and western part of the reserve ond of T course along the Shashe

River. Winter, however, is slowly approaching and the might temperatures dropped quite a bit compared o March.
There hive nlso been a few cold spells during the month, preparng us for e long wanker abead. Amoemghy Nel's vie s
stll green and w some places pools of water could 561l be seen. Mo wonder the elephants spend so0 much tme dowsn

along the Limmpops River.
o Game sightings during April

The fellowing figures are obtpined by determunimg the mumber of days with guests m camp when a specific animal was
seen and assuming that all guests in both comps had o sighting of the specific ammal.
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Leopard viewing has dropped wath approsimaiely 10% compared to the pervicus year over the same month. This i=
sl likely due o the dense vegetation still throughowt mest of the reserve, Leopard viewing however has also dropped
compared 10 March this year and could be related to a slighily lower eccupancy and thus Fewer rangers out on the
reserve ot any ene tme, Beth on amd cheetoh viewing this menth were higher than the previous month and hien
sightings this Apeil were also higher compared to Apal 2007, The pewly added wild dogs were seen on a lew octasions
but were seldom on the property and thus ned often observed on the game drves.

Fredater Sightings

Leopards

This month the leopard sightings really picked up simee the Jast month and there were some spectacelar sightings. The
mother with ber cub near Moddergot was seen frequently and they were scen feeding on on impala kil cardy one
mrmang, The big male leopard (Skebengwa) alse came mio good view this month and he never siop o amaze guesis
regarding his sere siee and mu&m]arbnd].r Durmg.ﬂ'ha day he i3 still very skittish and would still give a shord charge, but
i might he would walk past the game-viewmg vehiele without even locking of 1!
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O of the voung male leopards seen often,
Lions

he s1% “new” loms are new not so “new” anymore ond they are seen very eften maming frem Mon Camp te down the
bdajale rver and up to Piisane. They killed an eland bull approximately Thm from main camp and for the rest of that
week the night sky was filled with the roors of those lrons, but alse the wheeping call of spotied hyvenos ond jackal. The
Ligns are very relaved towards vehicles and they offer amazing opportunities to take seme great photographs.

Cheetahs

[here was also o peak i cheetnh sightings this menth, compared to the previous few months, By for the most exciting
sighting of these magnificent cats was when they stalked, chased and Killed an tmpala ram right in front of geests! One
of the guests even menaged to get ot oll on fGlm o not enly show it o other goests incamp, bl o show famaly and
fricieds back Tvime! A mother with 3 cubs was also later seen resting near MNels Windmall

Spoticd and Brown Hyena

Mo brown hyena sighting was reporied,

There's a new spotbed hvena den located just down-stream of the Majale Cockiail spot along the hank of the river.
[hese amearing predators ane seen most often and i they are ool seen vou ore sure o hear them calling of mght They are
Faifly abundant and although they are nod the most beautiful peedatoss around, they sure ase wonderful oo watch and
thear whooping calls are just pwesome!
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spodted byena dnnking a1 Maledi waterhole



During thiz month we have seen the herds getting smalles
nnd smaller os the reserves does out a hitle day -bv=dav. The
herds however are still fairly large with an average herd size
sighted by the mngers s 44 elephants per group, The
median group size was 30 elephams per group for the
menth. Elephants were onee agamn seen every doy of the
menth with great sightings of elephants along  Dispute
Comer i the Mujole Eiver ond near jackals Koppe, Several
herds ales stnrted wsing the Prisane River for a while dusing
the month meving up and down the Pisone Fiver dnnkmg
nizar Bryes's Stare.

Birding s still fantastic on the reserve and this momth a total of 181 bird species were sighted on Mashatu Game
Reserve alone. I is coming 1o the end of the szason and several of the migratory species have departed by the end of the
rmamith
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