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GAME SIGHTINGS UPDATE 

APRIL 2009 

 
All photographs for this newsletter was taken by ranger Bashi Patane 

 

Weather & Vegetation Report  

 

AT LAST WINTER! 

Winter has struck and different species of mammals utilize different habitats depending upon their 

feeding requirement. This is 

particularly true of antelopes. Trees 

are shedding and everywhere you 

look; you see a golden yellow colour 

with greenery here and there from 

the Mopane trees. The Majale and 

the Matabole Rivers are no longer 

flowing but large pools of water 

along the river provide elephants and 
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all other animals with plentiful water for drinking and mud wallowing. 

 

The temperatures have definitely dropped during the month and the mornings have been cold, but 

the days sunny and warm. A few cloudy days were experienced with a brief rainstorm early in the 

month. 

 

Game sightings during April  

 

 
 

 

Elephant viewing has been fantastic 

this month with elephants seen every 

day of the month. Leopard viewing 

increased and the change in the 

vegetation thickness assisted in the 

spotting of these illusive cats. Wild 

dog and lion viewing were slightly 

lower compared with the previous 

month.  
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Predators  

 

LIONS 

The third week of April saw a nomadic 

male lion wander onto the Mashatu 

property, the home range to our local 

pride of lions. This pride, a lioness and her 

thee year old sub-adult daughter have two 

cubs each. The nomadic monster tracked 

down the lionesses and killed two of the 

cubs while one other was badly injured. It 

is common practice amongst male lions to 

kill cubs that are not their offspring. Hope 

the remaining two will make it to 

adulthood. 

 

LEOPARDS 

Start to end of April was filled with real spectacular leopard sighting. First week of the month saw 

one of young male leopards kill an Impala and a Baboon and hung the two animals on the same tree. 

FǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ ƳŜŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōƻƻƴ 

meat to the last bit before touching that of an Impala. During that same week another leopard with 

two weeks old cubs was spotted on an Impala kill. A third one was seen with a kill with hungry 

hyenas waiting under the tree in anticipation while the leopard was on a high branch in the tree. 

One of the hyenas climbed the tree but it could not get to the kill as the branches were small.  

 

CHEETAHS 

No cheetahs were seen on the Mashatu property this month. Several cheetah sightings however 

were reported from outside the Northern Tuli Game Reserve amongst the villages surrounding the 

reserve. 

 

SPOTTED & BROWN HYENA 

Usually hyenas are seen almost every day and heard 

almost every night. Their call which in African 

culture is associated with witchcraft fills the African 

skies with their unmistakable stunning whooping 

calls. These awesome predators are often seen on 

carcasses and at waterholes. 

 

 

  


