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All photographsfor thisnewsletter wastaken by ranger Bashi Patane

Weather & Vegetation Report

AT LAST WINTER
Winter has struck and different species of mammaitize different habitats depending upon their
feeding requirement.  This ig
particularly true of antelopes. Tree| 35
are shedding andeverywtere you | 30
look; you see a golden yellow colol| 25
with greenery here and there fron| 20
the Mopane trees. TheMajale and| 15 -
the Matabole Riversare no longer| 10 -
flowing but large pools of water 5
along the river provide elephantnd 0
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The temperatures have definitely dropped during the month and the mornings have beerboold
the days sunny and warm. A few cloudy days were experienced with a brief rainstorm early in the
month.

Game sightings during April

Elephant viewing has been fantast % Guest viewing/Species
. . 100%
this month with elephants seen ever 90%
b 100%
day of the month. Leopard viewin
increased and the change in th
vegetation thickness assisted in tr
spotting of these illusive cats. Wil
dog and lion viewing were slightl
lower @mpared with the previous
month.
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LIONS

The third week of April sava nomadic
male lion wvander onto the Mashatu
property, the home range to our local
pride of lions This pride, a lionesandher
thee year old sutadult daughterhave two
cubs each. Th@aomadic monster tracked
down the lioneses and killedtwo of the
cubs while one other was badly injuredl
is common practie amongsimale lions to
kill cubs that are not their offpring Hope
the remaining two will make it to
adulthood.

LEOPARDS

Start to end of April was filled with reapectaculadeopard sightingFirst week of the month saw

one of young male leopards kill an Impala and a Baboon and hung the two animals on the same tree.
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meat to the last bit before touching that of an Impalduringthat same week anotheleopard with

two weeks old cubs was spotted on an Impala kill. A third one s&en with a kilvith hungry

hyenas waing under the tree in anticipationwhile the leopard was ora high branchin the tree

One of the hyenas climbed the tréeait it could not get to the kill as the branches were small.

CHEETAHS

No cheetahs wereseen on the Mashatu property this montSeveral cheetah sightings however
were reported from outside the Northerfiuli Game Reserve amongst the villages surrounding the
reserve.

SPOTTED BROWN HYENA

Usually hyenas are seen almost every day and he
almost every night. Their calivhich in African
culture is associated with witchcraft fills the Africa
skies with their unmistakable stunning whoopin
calls. Tiese awesome predators are often seen ¢
carcasseand at waterioles.




