
 

May 2010 Update 

 

May has been a truly fantastic month for elephant sightings at Mashatu, with enormous herds being 

seen on almost a daily basis. After the amazing rains last month the elephants have moved back into 

the central area en mass and are making for amazing sightings.  

The open areas south of Cheetahs Koppie and the length of the Majale River have been the 

preferred areas used by the elephants this month, with the grass being heavily utilized.  There were 

also large movements up and down the length of Elephant Valley.

 

Herds of 100 or more elephants were not uncommon sights this month, and I recall a comment by 

one of the rangers as he drove past me this earlier this month, ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άLΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ олл ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ 

ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅέΦ  

With the large herds of elephants seen this month, there were many bulls to be seen throughout the 

area, including some very large musth bulls. Very seldom did a day go by this month without a large 

musth bull being seen.  

 

Ivory Drives 

The Ivory Drives this month were exceptional, with some amazing sightings. On the first Ivory drive 

this month, other than seeing at least 150 elephants, we had an amazing view of an elephant 

mating, with an enormous bull mating with Kinkle (KOL 02) no more than 30m away from us.  

On another drive, we had an amazing sighting of two packs of hyenas fighting over the remains of a 

zebra carcass. Unfortunately for one of the packs of hyenas, as they were running towards the 

carcass, they came across a herd of elephants, and the entire area was instantly transformed into a 

chorus of trumpeting and breaking branches as the elephants chased the hyenas through the bush. 



 

It really was a bad month for the predators with regards 

to elephants and Ivory drives.  On a drive later in the 

month we came across a male lion and 2 lionesses, and 

again the elephants decided to crash the party, 

charging into the area and scattering the lions in all 

directions. 

The most amazing thing about the drives this month is 

just the sheer number of elephants that have been 

seen. On one particular morning we saw 1-Tusk, Charge, 

IŜǎǘŜƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ YƻƭƻōƧŜΩǎ ƘŜǊŘ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ 

of Cheetahs Koppie, and when standing on an elevated 

are, it truly did look like a sea of elephants 

 

Collared Elephants 

 

Christina was seen on quite a few occasions this month, and thankfully she has made my life easier 

by coming back into Botswana after her extended leave of absence in Zimbabwe. She did spend a bit 

of time in Zimbabwe at the beginning of the month, but moved back into Botswana on the 6th of 

May and has been here since. 

 

From the map we can see that she has ranged far and wide over the reserve this month, due to the 

fact that water is no longer a problem, the elephants are making use of vegetation in all areas. 



 

 

Research would not be a reality if we do not have the amazing support from so many organisations 

and individuals who obviously share our love for nature and the vision to conserve our magnificent 

heritage. Thank you to each and every person who has made a contribution, in whichever way, to 

the project. 

 

 


