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During this month 17 davs weee spend out iracking elephants within the reserve, a tofal of 63
hours of feld observotions. [nteresting dunng the moenth several large congregations of

elephants were observed. These groups constituled of several known herds within the reserve. Some of the Limpopo
groups also moved up as for as the central Magale nvenme. Large groups of elephomts were observed olong the
hdotloutse Kiver near Leeukop. Mear the Uitspan waterhole a dead elephant cow reporied. The female was tuskless and
npprosimately 2025 vears old,

Elephonts have also responded to the eooler temperatures amd were seen for longer perieds in the Mopane veld, only
ving it the rivering areas for short peciods of e over midday,

Tuli 3 {Herd CHIEY home mnge las shifted from
phove Mam Camp e west of Man Camp
concentrating on Maledi and Fika Futi. The main
vegelation tvpes in thes ares ore mopane veld
and maxed shrubland. Dusing Apeil Tuli 2 (hesd
AL hod two small core orens around Moshate
Bedain Camp and arowsd the cut line between Tuli
Lodge ond Mashoto. This month Tuli 275 eone
area s much larger and concentrated all along
the Mujale Kiver from below Moshatu Mam
Camp to approximately Majale Islad, Heed PA
meved a I dunmg Apnl with 3 core aneas,
along the cut lie of Mashatu and Tuli Lodge, a
small aren of the confluence of the Mojale ond
Belatabole rivers and a thied area along a section
of Muledi ond Untspan. This month the core sreas
for hard P are down to twe aneas very different
from the previous month, Herd PA manlky
concentrated in an area on Limgope and along a
much  smoller aren sround the cul line of
Bdashatu and Tuli Lodge, similar to Tuli 2. Rocky spend his entire moath in Mapungubowe with no visits to the NTGR.

This month we alse started surveying phenology plots set out near three rainfall stations on Mashatu, These plots will
b sy |:_l,-|‘.'|J. i a 1'.||.-:u1.1h]:.-' Fases From now on. The amm of the |'||.-|:-I:1. 14 b determane the amount of omass avanlable on a
mnthly hasis.
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250 elephant= walk past our vehiele in smgle file. BMost of the elephants were o more than a Few meders away from the
vehicle and completely uninierested in our presence. This was nod the only tirme we sat in the midst of large growps this

menth. On another cocasion we sat on the banks of the Magole Eiver neor Dispute Comer ond herd after berd filed past
uis o eear 1o the rver For a diink.




	ElephantReport-May08
	ElephantReport-May08-2

