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During the month so many interesting things happened thaf
is hard to summarise it all in one diary. We started the mor
with large herds o&lephans andseveral musth bulls arriving i
the reserve spending time within the various herds. EV
though we observed several tussles between various sized |
there were no aggressive fights observddring the month.
Several females were mated including two mieatchs namely
Agatha (a collared female) and Therese (a very domin
matriarch). Several females also gave birth during the mo
including Kinkle- Yy R I y2 G KSNJ & 2 dzysherd,
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several females in some of the Limpopo herds.

B200was in musth this month and must haugured his one
back legn a tusslebut this did not stop him from mating with g
g2dzy3 FSYI S ATe ballksgeNISavesaldays K

the vicinity of the Mashatu Main Camp mudallowing in the

Background to the CLRV Elephant Project
The project was initiated in August 1999
determine the status of the Central Limpop
Valley elephant population and thmpactthe
elephant population had on their natural
habitat within the Tuli.

The broad objective of this study is t
determine how various factors influencs
movements, occupancy rates in different par
of the home range, social dynamics ai
conception and survival of elephant groups
the Central Limpopo River Valley order to

meet the objectives, data will be gathere]
through field observations of the various herd
within the study areaconcentrating within the
Northern Tuli Game Reserv&atellite data on

the movements of the various herds collare
weather data from various stations within th
study area, vegetation data onehphenology
of various plant species as well as long te
vegetation change in the Northern Tuli Gan
Reservewill be measured
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vlei area just outside of camp every afternoon. Therese and herd group also spent about a week over the same

period around the Main Camp drinking at the Main Camp waterhole in the late afternoons.
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There were alsoal events this month and several deaths were recorded. One of these was the stillbirth of
{ S32t S Oman bvoryddéive ammorning Segole was seguarding a dead baby Hyena vasin the vicinity

and everytime it would come close she would chargad chase it away. Several of her family members were
with her and the atmosphere was thick with emotion, ours and hers. We watched as she frequently touched the
dead baby stroking it with her trunk, the entire herd secreting from their temporal gla@ds. of the young
bulls also came to investigathe stillborn baby and stood for a long time running his trunk over every part of
the 0 | 0 BofydAt long last the rest of the family arrived and after a long look back at the baby Segole turned
away and followed the rest of her family down

the hill. Not long after the hyena moved back in

and by that afternoon all evidence of the baby

was removed by théyenas and vultures.

Another interesting mortality was recorded on
Jwaladuring Februaryby Angie On inspection

of an adult female that diechear the Jwala

Lode it was discovered that the female was
pregnant with twins(a female calf and a much
larger bull calf) Twin births in elephants are
rare and seldom recorded. It is unknown
whether the female died as a result of
complicationsduring thebirthing process



