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Seenretta Sedier
Dummg the month 18 dilferent known herds
were gshserved with o total of 40 howrs of field
obeervations. The largest group observed
during the momth was  approximataly S0
glephants together consasting of the groups of Thenese, 1lze and
Funny Face. The majonty of the groups were encountered along
the Matabole and Muojale Kivers, Early mommg several groups
cotld be observed slowly moving down along the nverine of the
Belatnble Hiver eventually ending up in the Acacia veld between
1l h-'[:lj.'l]l: amed Matabsle rnvers near Wu]l-:ih:l];ud Basha, Even
theugh large groups were observed during the month the average
Erokap e Was M5 I.']L"rl]'l-'lrl[!li [T Erukg, u.hi]l: the rn-ulJ:i:m for the
manth wias not very different ot 200 clephants per group. The
I'I'Elji:ll'.ill. of the bulls have left the central area of the reserve and
fewy lone bulls were observed durning the memth, A young male :
elephant of approsimately 13 vears died near the comfMuence of the Magale and Limnpopo nvers, Canse of death could
not be established. The lons wasted me time and were there within a day of the young males death. Withan day s the
hems, valtures amd byemas remmoved any frace of the young male,

There was not only elephant watchimg, this month, The research volunteers alse asasted m the collecton and analysis of
21 phenology plots studyving the change in browss and graze available within the reserve on a monthly hasis.

Bdovement potterns this month has changed dramatcally from Mav. Dunng May most of the known herds woere
spending time along the Majale River drimking frequently at Dispate Commer and Crocodile Pool, This month the
mevements have changed wath the mojonty of the herds moving up and down the Matabole and Myaswe nivers with
sorme of the herds ||.1:i|.i..ri.r||_z the Piisame River. All of these rivers still have |1|:-|‘:-|:". ol water amd uil.']:l]u.'lrlLi were observed
on sgveral oceasions diggimg For water inthe dry riverbeds.
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Apart Trom Rocky, who's home range this month was mose or a less i the same area as last month bt shghtly smaller
meest of the collared groups core arcas have shifted. One ol the core arcas For herd PA remained the 2ame (areas below
Pdashiaiu Baan Campd bul the herd concentrated mamly along the northem section of the Pisane River and a small
section aleng the confluence of the Mapale and Pitzane Rivers, moving up and dovwn the Pitsane River ona daily basas,
Herd AG continued o move up amd down the central Majale River area but also extended her range to the area around
the confluence of the Myaswe and Matabole overs, Herd CHE s core area shifted completely. Where she was focusing
her movemenis -:lu‘r:inE H:l._l. around Maledh and Fika Futs the berd |:n||'i|:|]f,-' concentraied around the conlluences of the
hdajnle and Matabole nvers and the Mojale and Prisane nvers and hagh up along the Piisane River.

Ivery Drivee

[urng the month a total of 25 guests from the Man and Tented comp jomed me on on
1".'|.|:':'.- |.'~;]'.\_'r.i|..~:|1|:|.' S .'Jiv.:l._l. % Wi had ?,I'L'T.ll. ﬁi!l_hl'inbﬁa al S of the known h:n!.'a: m the
reservie. The old lady (Hestelle), as she 18 fondly known was o welcome visitor and on
several drves we .'s|1|.'|;||J. the endine :|':||.'||.11.'i:|1,&|_ with ler hendl. Whithin the herd therne has been
5 maywy additrems with most af the adult females (excluding Hestelle, ofl course) giving
barth early i the vear, All the Babies seemed o have adopted the Od Lady as ther
favourte aunt or grandmother and were often seen sucklimg from her 1o the distress of
her seven vear old Bov, Henry, Charge and her Fammaly was also frequently encountered
amd imtereshingly more often than mot wath the famaly of Therese. Dunng the month
Broken Tusk also supplanted [lze, the matrarch of another family, showing the
dominance of Charge’s herd. Therese, however, dogs not seem o be mbmadated by
E.']wrgt,: o her run'ril_l. 3 x'lm‘:-l.l.i.rlt} Therese' s dommance over herd CH
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