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-1_'-.; v wife, my sons &nd |
i Mwere at Mazhatu Gamea
A Bezarve for two nights

in late December 200 My son
drove from Gaborone, the capital
of Botswana starting &t around
6.0 am_ and it took coly five
hours to drive the S00km, aven
gfter breaking jowrney for break-
fast. The roads are very goad - wall
maintained, usually with four lanes
and most drive at around 120km!
Even the last 30km of gravel road was
maintsined in & very good condition.
At the left of the entranee is an exclu-
=ive air field for the park. On the right
further down is the park
ki office where one
— o could park the
vehicle and po with
the driver/guide in the opan 434 land-
cruiser. Becauss of the heat, we apted
to drive the remaining 40 minutes
drive to the main camp in our vehicle,
following the guide’s vehicla,

Sitmated in the northern-eastern
‘finger’ tip of Botswana, bordering
Zimbabwe and South Africa, in the
Tuli Block is the Mashatu Game
Reserve. Mashatu - named after the
loeally revared Mashaty tres - at 33000
hieetares (75,000 acres), is said to ke tha
largast private game raserye in
Southern Africa.

Gmating from brochures, Mashatu
will ba in the core of the propossd
Limpopo-Shashe Trans-frontier
Consarvation area, sharing boundaries
with the Mapungubwe Naticnal Park, a
¥Wiorld Heritage Site in South Africa
and the Tuli Safari area in Zimbabwa,
The Limpopo-Shashe Trans Frontier
Consarvaticn area, which is expected
to be finalised soon, promisas some-
thing new for the seasonsed safari
g0Ers.

Mashatu is senctuary to the ele-
phant, lion and leopard - thres of the
“big five of Africs’ (other two being
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wild buffalo and rhino, with many
other mammals such as the giraffe,
eland the world’s largest antelopa,
zebra, kudu, impala, hyens, wild dog,
aardwalf, bat-aarved fooe, African wild
cat, honey badgsr, black-backed jackal
and to 350 bird spacies such as, the
ostrich, the world's largest bird. kaori
bustard, the world's largest flving bird,
secratary bird, zaven blue shaded lilae-
bregsted reller and o on.

Omn the first afternaon drive, after
ahout 45 minutes we had our first sur-
prise. Parked on the dry river bed, we
spotted twa leopards, a male and a
fermale in mating. We did two more
geme drives with & “no show” on the
last morning due to eontinuois rain.
We were fortunste to see many anbmals
during these drives, including & resting
pride of lions at very closs rangs mind-
ing their own business, herds of ale-
phents, many giraffe, spotted hyena,

jackal, zebra, wilder beast, eland,

Eudu, impala and many birds, inched-
ing osirich, kori bustard, secretary
bird. It was fantastic. In the evening
drive after dark. with spot lights on, we
stopped near a pride of lions abont 10
feet away on the prowl for food. An
unbalievable experience! We were not
fortunate to spot a cheetah or a mals
lion.

The Mazhatu Game Reserva at
43,000 hectares 1s guite large and az 5
comparison, our Uds Walewe Mational
Park consists of 30,421 hectares and
Yala Mationsl Park consists of 97,5580
hectares, of which Block I - the popular
visitors hlock, is 14,100 hectares.

The pame drives are in opan 4xd
Lendernisars without roafs and the
tiered saats are fitted facing the road
and not sitting sideways. Morning
drives start arcund 6.00 am. after bis-
cuits and tea/coffes and are of average
four hours. The afternoon drives ara
around 3.0 pm. aod is of much lenger
duration, returning around 7.50 pon
The driving after dark is with the wehi-
cle lights on and alsc with two spot
lights given to the guests for spotting
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animals. The gnide drivers are really
wvery pood and knowledgeable, taking a
lot of interest, unhurried, stopping the
wvahicle for sighting and photography
for any length of tima, explaining vari-
ons sspects of animals and even abont
tress. Their driving is unbelievable -
driving through dry river beds, cross-
ing rivers, going down ravines ete.. The
wvahicle and driver/guide is exclusive to
aach party for the entire stay and uso-
ally there are no shared game drives
with other guests. After the morning
drive. brunch (eombination of break-
fast and lunch) is served. Dinner is
arcund B.00 pm. The guides sit with
the raspactiva parties for meals. The
dinners are more elaborate with excel-
lent food and service. All

from our rooms. The lodge bay win-
dows overlook miles of jungle and open
plains.

Mashatn also offers adventure
tourism in the form of horss safaris,
mountain biking =afaris and walking
safaris, all of which add a new dimen-
sion to the traditional =afari experi-
ETCE,

The Mashatu Game Raserva is
owned and managad by Rattray Group,
who also own and manage Mala Mala
Game reserve in South Africs, border-
ing Swaziland. More details are avail-
gble on the Web: voww.mashaiu com
Here are some of the photographs we
taak.

meals are buffars.

Guiite surprisingly, unlike
some of the other African
Wildlife Parks where it is
manly sEvannd or opan
plains, ¥ashatn, land=cape,
terrain and plants wera
much diverse, From towering
hilly wantage points, down to
wvallays, sandstone outerops.
flattened plains, savannah,
riverine forests. marshland
and bordering two rivers; the
Limpopo and Shashe Rivers.

This game reserve has
two types of sccommaodation,
one called the ‘msain camp®
consists of 14 lodges built an
a hillock and leoking down to
a tank and the other called
‘tent camp’ consists of eight
tents. The term tent is a mis-
nomer, a5 these are perma-
nently built units with all the
modern conveniences. Both,
which are located milas
apart, have the usual pub-
lic/dining aress and swim-
ming pool. The prices are
inclusive of game drives. We
spotted quite a few animals
like zebra, impals and kudn
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